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The monolithic Eronx county courthouse looms out of the depths

of the night as the mickey mouse organist plays some vaguely
tangoesque warm-up music for the Boston Beantown players to hit
fungoes to the outfield to about 7:22 on a September 14 Boston
playing the Yankees in a crucial game for the Red Sox who are
totally caving in in the heat of the 1977 pennant race

What're you on, Harris?

I'm on the edge of my seat Ted

Harris has gone out to get us a beer he's three seats.away from
me and looking out the back window of the stadium talking about
the amazing view away from the ballpark all those various

kinds of drugs that he's taken have no doubt put him in such a
position that anything he says tonight will be completely illogical
relatively useless & totally inaccurate however.it may have

some saving wit '

the Red Sox are taking fielding practice
the field is beautiful yankee stadium is beautiful we're
sitting directly behind home plate with no obstructions between
us & the field in the very last row of the upper deck from
where we can see the entire field stretched out in front of us

we haven't found who the official what the official starting
lineups are yet but ah we have found out that ah it is feasible
to be here if somewhat odd

the fucking redcoats have invaded
the stadium & are playing very loudly some fucking noise

' there®s

no pussy among the redcoats as far as I can see there's a lot
of pussy among the Yankees let's hope they show it tonight

Say that a little louder punk & you'll be thrown out of the upper
deck!

(martial music recognizable as the theme from ROCKY in background)

I'd like to say hello to my mother & I hope she's enjoying watching
me here at the game

Well Ted I'm totally ripped out of my skull I must say & this uh
panorama of this giant Yankee Stadium all 1lit up is Onbullievabull

pon't gimme this Phil Rizzuto bullshit I mean my mother actually
is probably watching this game since they're televising it in
Boston too Thank God tho she can't hear us My mother brought

me up to go to ball games & 1'm happy to say that I'm at one
tonight
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The opposing pitchers tonight are the Puerto Rican flash-in=the-

pan Ed Figueroa who will be lucky to last thru three innings in

my opinion & the decrepit pot-bellied Reggie Cleveland who is
probably not going to last much longer Probably the game will

boil down to a contest between the plug-ugly ape Thurman Munson &

the sensitive...ah intelligent & statesmanlike Reggie Jackson against
the ah fat headed hotheaded marvelous Carl Yastrzemski &

the secret agent for the Red Sox who's liable to do the Yankees

some serious damage is uh the dago wonder from god knows where---
Bernie Carbo--~that's your expert announcer's opinion

It*s really hard to say anything after that Ted but I do notice
that Reggie Jackson is warming up maybe he's gonna pitch tonight

Well he can't do any more damage on the mound than he does in
fucking rightfield

Or homeplate for that matter although I know you're a great
defender of Reggie Jackson as being a fabulously abused superstar

In fact I wish he was sitting here next to me now instead of you

Well I do too but unfortunately we might have to sit thru this
game together although together is hardly an adjective that could
be applied to you

Thank you Joe & I notice that you didn't really hit all that
well in the world series in 1946 either there are three
sonofabitching Yankees doing something really weird in centerfield
behind the ah fucking redcoat marching band they're doing some-

thing like looking for contact lenses between their legs while
sitting down

No I believe it's Billy Martin's secret autofellatio exercise
that he has his centerfielders do just before the game

Well they seem to have stopped doing it now & they are now coning
off the field let's see if we can get their numbers actually there’s
some uh something something very peculiar actually just happened
now there's a man walking across the outfield who seems to have

nothing to do with the game has on a white outfit now there's
two more guys running back & forth man this Yankee team is full
of hot dogs there are these four guys running all around behind

the band actually they're probably the bullpen pitchers Whom
the Yankees will need tonight hopefully there goes Bill Campbell
down to the bullpen if he changed his number from 38 to 10

Now if you look carefully at the tenement building overlooking
the bleachers you can see all kinds of amazing people hanging
over the edge watching the game
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I can't see them 0 yeah I see ‘em

I remember during the Vietnam war going to uh goin to
baseball games & not standin up durin the Star Spangled Banner

Well I'm glad to hear that you supported us while we while I

was in Vietnam getting my ass shot off by the fucking gooks &
picking up incidentally a $500 a day heroin habit which I still
can't support....l don't have the habit anymore but I still am
getting dunned by the credit union

We're the worst jackoff jokers I've ever heard
This is no joke

There seems to be a lot of empty seats in the stands tonight as
if the Yankees winning the game last night took a lot of
interest away from the NY fans

However the uh the redcoats are now reforming into some marching
position & they're gonna haul ass off the field & meanwhile a
few Red Sox hot dogs have uh run out on the field to do
windsprints, I understand that the national anthem is being
sung tonight by Mushka.

There's Billy Martin & Don Zimmer down there make a little
announcement will ya

You hear those drums that's the death knell for the Red Sox
that Billy Martin had ordered especially for this pre game
ceremony, Martin appears to be in a lousy mood & Don Zimmer

seems to be ready to punch Martin in the face as they exchange
lineups

It's a wonder that the drum & bugle corps agreed to do what
Martin said since most of the other Yankees don't. Don Zimmer

& Billy Martin have just given the lineup cards to these four
umpires in the maroon jackets. The umpires all look like they're
very hungover,..should be an interesting game...there's a huge
pennant waving from the uh rightfield which says uh JOE GARAGIOLA
SUCKS I wonder how long it'll be before they take that down?

Thank you Tony Uheos

It is now 8:02 official time & this fucking ball game hasn't
started. I consider that the Yankees owe me 11 cents so far for
not starting on time; however here comes another hot dog with a
Yankee jacket on walking in slowly from the 430 ft mark,

It's Ed Figueroa showing off his form here comes a bull just
let out of the Boston bull pen
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Being rid by uh holy shit that's Stevie Cauthen riding that

bull Well they sure entertain you here at Yankee Stadium folks
However nothing has been as entertaining so far as these pills
which doctors in NYC give out so freely the Yankee fans
vicious idiotic animals that they are are beginning to clap &
HERE COMES THE YANKEES FUCK EM! (wild applause & cowbell)

PA ANNOUNCER: Ladies & Gentlemen on September l4th 1814 a hundred

T:

Ts

& sixty-three years ago today the Star Spangled Banner was
written (boos & cheers) On this.es

T: I could have done
a better job of it myself

«»«163rd anniversary
Our national anthem will be played by the Boston Pops Orchestra
(tremendous chorus of boos drowns out everything) under the
direction of Arthur Fiedler
T: Booo Booooo
Crowds BO0O0000000000

Fortunately they seem to be playing it in Boston so we can't

hear it (anthem begins---a recording over the PA system) 1 think
that Alex katz is right the American flag definitely is a

symbol (flag is shown on giant scoreboard TV screen, as anthem
continues suddenly is drowned out by cheers) 1 see Reggie
Jackson's back (screen shows Jackson's back wearing #44, crowd
gets louder) Reggie Jackson's back has just been projected onto
the scoreboard! (wild cheering) These sucker Yankee fans will

be singing a different tune when ol' Yaz comes to bat

A shameful display of Bronx provincialism as the rabid Yankee
fans drown out the national anthem Ed Figueroa's statistics
are flashed on the giant TV screen Lifetime vs Boston 7 & 5
shuddup 51 & 40 lifetime record pretty-—=

1977 versus Boston 0 & 2}

That's what counts, Figueroa whips a few warmup pitches into
Munson & Reggie Jackson is bobbling the balls that are thrown to
him by a batboy; 1looks like a bad night for Reggie.

Rick Burleson is warming up in the on deck circle PA ANNOUNCER:
AT FIRST BASE JOHNNY PESKY Johnny Pesky is coaching at third
base uh at first base & Eddie Yost at third Eddie Figueroa's
curve ball looks very poor tonight so far (crowd boos as

announcer says #7 Rick Burleson) BOOO00 the sporting Yankee fans
give a healthy round of boos to the inoffensive Rick Burleson
that animal sound (someone screaming unintelligible exhortations)
is coming from directly below us
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Burleson taps the plate with his bat Figueroa winds up
delivers outside ball one BOOOO the Yankee fans are booing
every pitch Figueroa comes back with a fastball lined

to rightfield but Jackson is backpedalling & makes the catch

PIAUSE) whips it in to Willie Randolph throws it around
the infield

That*s a pretty hard hit ball folks fortunately Jackson just

closed his eyes & caught it here's Bernie Carbo the Joe
Dimaggio of the lower class set

Carbo takes his time steps out now he's in

T: they're
playing straight away
H: a strike on the outside corner

(applause) Figueroa adopting a matador stance on the
mound

T: not much wind tonight

Carby swings at an inside fastball & misses that was a pretty
swisky swing whatya think Ted?

Ts it was a fucking outside
fastball too

Carpo pacing around talking to himself at the plate...

T+ in Italian
«ssthe Boston Red Sox are completely psyched out Carbo takes
the pitch high for a ball one & two the Yankees look
magnificent against the beautiful green turf here as CARBO
BOUNCES IT UP THE MIDDLE to Figueroa a little bouncer he's
out (cheers) (YAHOO) & Freddie Lynn comes up his ,252
batting average pretty ridiculous he takes a ball he pops
it up Bucky Dent calls for it 3 up an 3 down

Lopks 1like the Red Sox are seeing the ball pretty well tonight
another inning or two will be all for big Eddie now we'll see
if fatass Reggie Cleveland has anything on the ball

Raltimore is leading Toronto 2 to 1 in the eighth inning first
game of a twinight double header jit's 8:11 & this fucking
organist is gonna drive me insane if I have to listen to him

play for the rest of the game

Ha's playing the yanks are coming, however the yanks are going!

The yanks are going te kick ass actually it*s hopeless for

Boston to play in this park they just get totally psyched out by
the Yankee fans
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While it's true the Red Sox are the greatest choke artists in
baseball it would be only justice in god's eyes if they would
beat the shit out of these arrogant cocksureidiotic imbecilic

& outrageously ugly New York Yankees the only thing about
Manhattan & New York that is not wonderful is the New York
Yankees

Well many other refugees from the hinterlands agree with you
Ted but here in the Bronx you'd be hard pressed to find many
people who share your opinion of the Yankees however I do feel
that they are a bunch of bush league yo~yos & I really wonder
what we're doing here tonight (big cheer).s.

1 think we're doing our bit for the NAACP

& speaking of the NAACP here's Mickey Rivers coming up to lead
of f for the Yanks

Mickey seems to have forgotten to put on his jockstrap & he had
to go back into the dressing room jt doesn't really matter
but it is somewhat important since he has a lot of balls I
like Mickey Rivers, he's, for a 43 year old rookie he's having
a very good year

Well, Cleveland is staring in like a zombie trying to read Fisk's
signs evidently he's forgotten the signbook

Since he only has one pitch it doesn't matter . . » And there
it is! With his first pitch Reggie Cleveland HITS MICKEY RIVERS
IN THE BACK}|} ! Mi.CkGYt see

1 think he hit him in the knee, Ted
Mickey doesn't seem to feel too good
(B00000000000000¢{ )

The trainer comes out Billy Martin is out there all the
Yankees are UPssse bad movel

Pudge Fisk doesn't look like he has much sympathy for poor old
Mickesss They seem to be asking Mick if he wants to continue

& Mick seems to be sayinge.... "don‘t ask me no questions

you motherfuckers, it hurts” Wait a minute! The umpire comes
over & says "what's happening?" & the trainer says *butt off
motherfucker}” Here comes a few more Yankees. They're making a
big deal out of a little tiny smashed kneecap. (Cheers!) As
you can tell by the applause the big hotdog has now run down to
first base with nothing wrong with him at all just milked it
for all the applause he could get if Cleveland hits the next
guy we'll know we're in for a good game
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Evidently Boston has decided to adopt a more aggressive strategy
of hitting every Yankee player

Learned from Dock Ellis no doubt Dock Ellis once hit the first
five Cincinnati players to bat against him, when he was playing
for Pittsburgh...furthermore, he announced before the game that
he was going to do it

Well Roy White takes a ball that was nowhere near him so
I guess these guys are not quite as nervy as Dock Ellis

Nah he's settin him up, settin him upl

Ted says he's settin him up Cleveland throws to George Scott
at first & Rivers is back easily it's ridiculous how this
fucking baseball formula talk just flows right out of your vocal
chords

I notice there's another wart growing on my finger

Just don't grow warts on your tongue, Ted Count is Oh & one
that was a strike, evidently

T: Yah
H: Rivers is leading
off he fakes
Ts inside, spun him around

White's batting .281 & why the fuck is he batting second? I
really don't understand

I could tell you but you probably still wouldn?t understand

White takes a ball

It could be the fact that he's left-handed & if the first man
gets on base he can hit behind the runner

Thanks Ted thanks for clarifying that for me

I read that in a book

Everything you know you read in a book He bounces it to

second base double play! I still wonder why the fuck Roy
White was batting second

Because Oh, it's hopeless
1t does look hopeless as Munson comes to the plate Nobody on
and two out & I notice that you're shivering, Ted can you

explain that?
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Yes, I think the pill, the second pill is beginning to take
effect

Well that's the most exciting thing that's happened thus far but
it's early on in the game

George Scott just scratched his balls

A piece of paper blows across the field. Who's playing second
base for the Red Sox?

Denny Doyle

Doyle does a little garbage collecting Munson fouls one back
& the Yankee fans scratch each other's eyes out trying to grab
the ball

Munson fouled one back behind the plate about a mile and a half
down below where we're sitting

A curve outside one and one I notice that there's nobody
over 25 in the ballpark it seems that all the veterans of
World War II who used to come here & drink beer & puke all over
the stands now would rather stay home & watch the game on
color TV

No they're all in jail
That's a possibility too

Baltimore scored four runs in the bottom of the eighth inning
which is the most irrelevant useless bit of information I
ever fucking heard there goes a fucking hit foul Munson
fouled one into the stands just inside uh just outside the

foul pole all the fans freaked out but it was only about

three hundred feet hit y'know wasn't shit not only that
but he swung late on it & hit it to goddam right field however
I don't like to see Reggie Cleveland throw those kind of pitches
actually (loud groan from fans) Thurman Munson takes called
strike three

He swung at that pitch man, I mean I think your pills are going
to your head that was a sucker pitch and he swung half-
heartedly at itd

However it was called strike three by the umpire

There's some maniac watching the game on a tiny portable TV
set some three rows below us
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Ted Berrigan just took drink of beer number three it wasn't
called, it was swinging We're going to switch you now to

our intermittent broadcasting booth whereupon you'll
only hear intermittent comments upon the game by two of the
announcers that we have specially trained for that purpose.
Rather than receiving play-by-play account you will instead
receive the commentary upon the game & things that are going
on in it & around it that is most interesting & relevant to
Life itself rather than to this small boys game that is being
played by overweight adults at the moment Except that Carl
Yastrzemski is coming up to hit, & the fans are saying Yay-Boo

Well Yastrzemski doesn't look particularly uncomfortable about
being in his pa jamas

Figueroa brushed him back to make up for Mickey Rivers getting
hit but Yastrzemski having played for eighteen years was mildly
unimpressed Billy Martin told that fucking pitcher to do
that, y'know

Ed Figueroa comes back with a sensational pitch that just barely
grazes the corner of the plate in the imagination of the umpire

His second pitch just barely grazed the third base bag in
the imagination of the umpire

Actually the play~by-play is totally fascinating & the intermittent

announcers don't seem to be able to stay away from it as the

2 & 1 pitch comes in Yastrzemski hits a long pop fly
Rivers eases under it & catches it (cheers)
Now you see why Rizzuto why you're always complaining about

Rizzuto because he says things just like that that was a very
short pop fly you ignoramus

But from this perspective it was a long pop fly 1 mean could
you throw a ball that far?

We're right about Phil Rizzuto's perspective

Well I'm beginning to understand Phil Rizzuto a lot more

You are anti-Italian

I'm anti-everybody who's this Yo-Yo7

Jim Rice

Jim Rice the designated hitter, the greatest hitter in the
American League hits a long drive!! Jackson gets a BAD JUMP ON
IT IT DROPS IN he plays it off the wall JACKSON BOBBLES IT IT

goes through his legs Rice around second Jackson throws a
lazy throw & Rice slides even though he has absolutely no need to
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It was a good throw by Jackson but Rice had it beat all the way

It would appear that Jackson's reflexes are about ten minutes
behind greenwich mean time tonight

In defense of Reggie Jackson let it be said that Jim Ricey a
right-handed hitter, is not supposed to hit balls into the
right field corner a statement which I am sure all you
ignoramuses reading this or listening to it will not understand
one bit since you know nothing about baseball

Well, Rice takes a short lead off third as Pudge Fisk steps in

One man out
Right one man out & it looks bad for the Yankees

Ed Figueroa is trying to figueroa something out Pudge Fisk
is looking real pudgy I hope Bernadette Mayer is watching
this game since she looks a little pudgy right at this moment
too But Pudge Fisk is not having a baby I don't think

Figueroa whips a strike in one & one count Bernadette
Mayer gets up goes to the kitchen opens another beer

Lewis Warsh squints at the TV one eye twitches uncontrollably

& somehow the flutter of that eyelid seems to (transmission
interrupted)

Munson's throw does not get Rice because it was
a bad throw

To say THE LEAST! Munson whipped the ball down to third, hit
Rice in the foot however there are now two motherfucking
outs & still a man on third which is a royal pain in the ass

to we sophisticated Boston fans

At this moment George Schneeman puts down his paintbrush &
turns away from the flannel shirt which he is industriously
working over to check out the action

While Billy Martin pulls his thumb out of his asshole because
there are now two out

But two balls on George Scott who's got the green light definitely
) the third pitch is way outside man Scott looks down at
third base coach who flashes a bunch of ambiguous signs

All of which mean TAKE the take sign is on I have the
Boston signs



You have the Boston signs & they're on you Ted & you're

right, he does take a strike meanwhile an amphibious UFO

hovers over the Bronx in the cigarette haze above the giant
bleak skyscrapers as Ed Figueroa throws another strike

FUCK ALL I seem to have come to this fucking game with a
poet

Scott steps out of the batter's box as Figueroa delivers a non-
pitch that pitch did not exist

& it also was fucking inside too

George Scott iSsaee
Ball four & Scott is now not on first

Scott fouls one back he's still alive as they say but he'll
still be alive after he strikes out on this next pitch

It would be nice if he were a little bit more alive & hit the
damn ball somewhere

The umpire wants to see what kind of vaseline Figueroa's loading
up the football with

I*m thinking of joining the airforce
& Mel Allen is thinking of having another drink
Jack is bringing up the hotdogs for the guy nextdoor to me

& Scott takes a strike for ball four Figueroa is a little
miffed he wants to know where the pitch was Butch Hobson.
the third baseman comes up with one hundred rbi's lookin to
get one hundred & two Scott leads off first Rice leads
off third Figueroa comes around from the stretch Hobsona.s.
fouls it back Munson throws the ball a little enthusiastically
back to Figueroa he has to jump to grab it Figueroa
strikes out Hobson with a blazing fastball

Now the star=-struck

hero of the 1977 New York Yankees Reggie Jackson comes up  takes
a ball

& if you think that Harris Schiff knows what star-struck hero
means when he says it

H: you're right

T: you're entirely
wrong
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A sucker pitch Jackson practically breaks his ankle swinging
at a high slow nothing pitch

Yah low curve on the outside corner

(Applause) A base hit! past the outstretched glove of Denny
Doyle moving to his left but not quite far enough'.& Jackson is
on with the Yankees first hit A1l right Chris" sez the guy
next to me "this guy can put it in the upper deck”

Chris Chambliss® mother is a full-blown Narragansett Indian
What does that mean full-blown Ted?

oon.Round!nooto

There's a guy selling beer

I saw him now he's just laid his thing down on top of the dugout
See if you can get his attention man

It'd take him three days to get up here

Jackson leads off first Chambliss BOUNCES IT TO DOYLE AT SECOND
OVER TO SHORT BACK TO FIRST DOUBLE PLAY!{! nope safe at
first Phil Rizzuto I understand you perfectly Here comes

Nettles Chambliss on first one out

Greg Nettles is hitting for his highest average in the last
nine years «240

However he does have 34 home Tuns & 95 runs batted in ("strike
the bum out," clapping & cowbell) This is so real it*s unreal
Ted (organ fanfare) Nettles fouls the ball off his knee for
the fourth time in three days

There seems to be a large contingent of Chinese fans sitting
along the third base line rooting heavily for Reggie Cleveland

That's because Cleveland had the guts to take sides in the
Opium Tong Wars of 1879

In any case not wanting to get into politics we'd like to welcome
all the folks from Boston's chinatown here to wonderful Yankee
Stadium

One & one on Nettles as he squares off wishing to hit the ball
into Brooklyn takes an outside pitch
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Cleveland wishes him to hit the ball to the third base man

Nettles totally misses that pitch for strike two Nettles
fouls off a pitch on the hit & run with three & two & one
out & the announcer decides to fade out

1t's much more exciting to be at the game than to be watching it
on television due to the fact (Big Cheer) that although Nettles
just flied out to Dwight Evans in right field
H: Bernie
Carbo you turkey
T: who is being impersonated by Bernie
Carbo (Booooo) when you're watching the game on television you

can always look around your living room but when you're in
the stadium you can only look at the game 1 consider that a
profound observation & the first original one I've been able

to think of tonight

I didn't even get the fucking lineup down on my scorecard

I have to piss

Me too What do you think'll happen to us if we piss in these
empty beer containers?......if you're gonna take all day to say
something about that we'll forget it

I don't think I can find my dong if I open my fly

Want me to take a piss for you?

If you can

(Rayyyy)

Chambliss hits a line drive down the rightfield corner a fan
fucking fan touches it it's a groundrule double

Foul ball FOUL BALL

I'm just informed by our expert here that it was a foul ball
what a fuckin drag

Yes & it's also a drag when you can't see it must be a drag
for those that can't see

As big or bigger drag than for those who can't piss look at
that traffic streaming by on the Grand Concourse

That reminds me that I have to piss
Some of these fans are getting a little uptight about the

unavailability of beer here in the upper reaches of these
grandstands
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Right maybe they'd like a glass of piss

Pinella hits a lofting fly ball which Yastrzemski has no problem
with & the sides are out A Yankee fan twenty Tows below is
is brandishing a giant sign that says THE RED SOX SUCK also
raising his finger to signify that he's number one must be a
commerical break here cause they're wasting a lot of time down on
the field as Ted makes an uneasy way Oh he's moving easily
down towards the pissatoriums Denny Doyle takes the first pitch
for a strike bounces it to Chambliss Figueroa covering he's
out a haze of ennui settles over the crowd as it appears that
we might have another boring pitcher's duel Rick Burleson
comes to the plate the shortstop & lead-off hitter for the
Redsox he's been very successful this year as have all the
Redsox until they come to Yankee Stadium a strike on the
outside corner of the plate Burleson LINES A FOUL INTO THE
UPPER DECK! THAT HURT! that hurt somebody there it bounced
right off of somebody & back down into the lower stands from
where we're seated in the New York School season ticket in row
X section three we can see absolutely everyone & everything in
this immense humonguous ballpark as Burleson reaches out &
STROKES THE BALL TO NETTLES WHO BOBBLES IT DROPS 1T HE'S
SAFE! Unbelievably the scorer calls that a hit Carbo takes
an outside pitch for ball one 2 & 0 as beer drinking Yankee
fans carrying hotdogs lurch & disappear into the tunnel entrances
to the giant upper deck stretching in its perspective lop-
sided oval~1ikes.ssCarbo swings & fouls one & Ted is easing
his way up the steep incline of the stands heading towards
me a wonderful sight that means I am free to take a leak
Carbo swings & misses a high fastball strike two Carbo steps
out & Ted exclaims to me ‘you yo=-yo you had all the money'

I woulda got some beer

I1'11 go get some beer if you'll carry on the play-by-play &
general commentary & I wish to thank our sponsors Smith Kline
& French the insurance company from Omaha Nebraska

Harris Schiff is uh going to make a beer run which I
suckered him into doing Red Sox have two men on one out
Doyle walked & somebody made out & Carbo made out & Doyle
made a hit & somebody made out somebody walked the stadium
is totally jammed with people millions of sonofabitches are
not watching the game but standing in line for beer the lines
at the urinals are six deep & there are various signs all over

the park which say THE RED SOX SUCK two & one on whoever
the bgll's hitting the best thing about being in here is how
beautiful it is actually the outfield & infield grass is

brig?t green sort of pale green the infield proper & the
warning track around the entire stadium dirt brown wetted
down just before the game the bases are bright white

Red Sox have red hats the Yankees blue umpires are wearing



maroon & blue (loud whistle) there's a lot of exuberance
here two on second & third Yastrzemski batting some gentle-
man_ just ensconced himself in Harris's seat somewhat a bit worse
for the weather now the guy is standing up next to me
Yastrzemski pops up (Cheeeer) the Yankees are out of the
inning & I*ve managed to piss but the Redsox didn't manage
to piss shit or do anything

Randolph singled to start the bottom
of the third Mickey Rivers is up

Drunk: Here we go Yankees here we go Yankees Here we go
Here we go here we go (rhythmic clapping & crowd 0000S)
T: Rivers popped up to Fisk behind the plate (crowd murmur & radio

audible in the distance)

Drunk: Rizzuto blows RIZZUTO BLOWS RIZZUTO BLOWS!

Interlude: (an argument is taking place now Berrigan is talking
to somebody who suddenly says look man I'm sorry but I grew up
with girls who were always saying stuff like that)

T: Roy White walked that's all right man I can see I can
see Ok (Roaaaar) Yastrzemski made a sensational catch in

left field to end the inning running far to his left & diving
thru the air for it meanwhile the horrifying drunk next to me
who was looking to fight somebody besides me seems to have split
while the two guys standing right next to me on the right partially
blocking my view also have split I told them all they were
wonderful fellows & that I didn't really mind what the hell

they did as long as they didn't stay in Harris's seat so that
was that top of the fourth Jim Rice just pasted a single

past the third baseman Pudge Fisk is batting now no drunks
around no Harris back yet no backaches no worries in the
world Nothing like it (ripple of noise) swing & a miss
for Pudge Fisk fifty Red Sox fans from Ansonia Connecticut
arrived by bus here & now they’re all completely plotzed outta
their minds in the third base seats some are in the third base
seats others are wandering around the stadium they're all
approximately six~foot two & weighing 190 this inning there are
no outs the Red Sox have a man on first Rice Pudge Fisk
batting Fiks is averaging three-ten it*s nine o'clock eight
minutes past nine in the top of the fourth that's where we are
in fact there's a long deep smash to centerfield

Rivers catches it backpedalling all the way leaping reaching
high in the air & catching it a beautiful catch (loud applause

& murmur of approving crowd) he hit that ball well over four
hundred feet Red Sox can't hit to centerfield in this stadium
they®re not going to score any runs however Figueroa is being
hit hard two men in a row hit him hard & George Scott is batting
& hear comes Harris Schiff making it steadily up with two beers
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& a hotdog & a silly grin on his face better than Cantinflas
very briefly we will uh very shortly we will be turning you

over to the great Harris Schiff no relation to Dorothy Schiff
(Loud roar)

Reggie Jackson goes back to the wall makes a beautifully
timed catch to steal a home run crashing into the fence
without hurting himself the crowd is going nuts here two
unbelievable catches here first off Fisk and then George Scott
(YA HOO) the fans are going nuts

They don't have far to go
Rice steals second base

On the fabled arm of the fabled catcher Thurman fabled
Munson

Who is evidently in a fabled daze
Tho to be fair he stole on Figueroa

Hobson swings & misses one & one Rice leading off of
second Hobson bloops it in Randolph waving OFF JACKSON
& MAKES A GREAT CATCH! (Raaaaaaayyyyyy)

Fucking Willie Randolph had no business being out there
catching that ball he's a wonderful ball player

But this is the kind of boring fucking ballgame that we were
hoping to avoid maybe somebody will start hitting

& furthermore this ain't boring! It's only boring because of
you fucking assholes at home watching it on TV

It must be doubly boring if you're sitting in your living room
George Schnneman has probably painted four frescoes by now

& besides if you're sitting in your living room without us
there it must be TERRibly boring
(Roar Yeah)

That hand is for Reggie Jackson nunmber 44 who digs in at
home plate to lead off the bottom of the fourth These people
are totally fuckin insanel!

(REGGIE REGGIE REGGIE)

I do not like the looks of this This hot dog is liable to
hit one now
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Jackson takes a mighty cut & he realizes this is his moment
if he can make it but he misses the fucking ball & now he
stands there looking silly as Cleveland hovers over him & throws
a high fast ball which Jackson wisely takes for a ball Jackson
fouls the two-two pitch down the line

& Jackson in his
inimitable fashion strikes out

& in inimitable fashion 1 just washed down a codeine pill given
to me by Harris Schiff which he obtained from the underground
black market a horrible criminal offense against the state
accompanied by a tenuate pill which I had dispensed to me by my
careful conservative doctor whose name shall go unmentioned

here since Harris doesn't know it either

If you notice a little uh lackadaisicality in my play by play
it's because I can't find my fucking pills

Nothing new has happened since we reported to you last however

this game is turning into a pisser

Cleveland takes a big windup & whips one by Chambliss for a
strike two two~-two count one out

Figueroa will go the next inning Figueroa must go Cuomo
must go Beame must go & Figueroa must go & whoever that
chickenshit was batting he hit to the shortstop who bobbled it
momentarily & threw him out at first base & in fact it was the
shortstop not the second baseman but in fact it was the second
baseman not the shortstop cause Harris is a dumb sonofabitch

Due to slight inconveniences our announcer has been replaced as
soon as he reorients himself with the next rush of chemicals we'll
have him back cause he is the only wit in the house

Some other jackoff just popped up to the third baseman retiring
the side meanwhile it has come to my attention that there's
more space between the zero at the end of the three on the
scoreboard & the zero underneath the four on the scoreboard

than there is between the zeros underneath the one two & three

so that we have a regularity of space between the zeros one & two
& three & a larger space between the zero between three & four &
of both Red Sox & Yankees the significance of this is not
evident at this moment

The Yankees welcome Prudential Insurance Company Newark New Jersey
Policemen's Wives Association Middleston New Jersey

Huntington County Adult Education Association & assorted jackoffs

from Stanford Connecticut Merrill=-Lynch Star Transit

University of Massachusetts White Plains N.Y. highschool

Hampton Social Club of Scranton & those are the people respcn:zible

for this ruckas that you hear in the background



T: & further the Yankees are pleased to welcome a large group of
seventy-five wheelchair bound spastics from Bellvue hospital
who are seated behind the Yankee dugout tonight cheering on
Billy Martin in strange inanimate sounds which we will attempt
to get a few of before the game is over but they sound something
like uh uguh ooohuh ugey buhy maih you boo goo gi ruji bobba
goo ruggy hit rey wooba gooba

that gentleman whose voice you
just heard not only is at the game tonight but just informed me
that last summer he hitchhiked to Mexico & spent three weeks:
there admiring the sights in Mekico hitchhiking around Mexico
& hitchhiking back to New York City all in his wheelchair
& with a somewhat limited command of vowels & consonants

H: So Denny Doyle the jackoff who bobbled the last play & nearly
blew it singles! a little bloop single over the shortstop & it
looks like the spastic predictions of Ted Berrigan who is
managing to maintain some semblance of coherence are likely to
be fulfilled in this inning as Ed Figueroa scratches his
butt turns around stares at Doyle who is firmly rooted
on first base no intentions of going anywhere now he
takes a little lead as Burleson squares off staring
mepacingly & holding the bat ready to bunt

T: The previous announcer in the use of the phrase squares off seems
to indicate that uh he believes in jargon which he doesn't really
know what there's any equivalent for in the King's English What
the fuck is "square's off?"

H: Squares off is when you hunch your shoulders out so that the
arms present something vaguely representative of a parallelogram
which is too hard to say so 1 mean you can’t say parallello-
grams off so you say squares off which is more easily uh
extrapolated by the tongue

Tt On the contrary what you mean to say is squares around which
is when he does all that & also moves his back foot around
parallel to his front foot so that he is actually facing the
pitcher with his bat running horizontally across the vertical
of the pitcher & therefore he is squared around he could also
be described as squares off uh squared off but in fact he has
to square around in order to be squared off

H:s By the way if anyone is interested in transcribing this tape
we'll be happy to take applications

T: Righp! & furthermore if you don't transcribe it right you
fucking squareoffs we will square you off fully

Don Zimmer
seems to be playing for one run at the moment Uh Oh
whoever that was just hit



H: Perfectly executed hit & runi

T: Incredible ball over the first base side perfectly executed
hit & run as Harris Schiff might say were he here tonight
there are now men on first & third nobody out Figueroa is
considering how he's going to like playing for the Seattle
Mariners next year & my ashes just fell into my beer

At this
point Bernie Carbo whom 1 suggested would be the secret star of
tonight's game & who has so far managed to do absolutely shit is
up with a chance to drive in the first run of the night

H: It would be about time because this is a boring fucking game

T: Uh the game is not boring but it is possible that certain
members of the audience are bored although it is very difficult
to believe that is so since everyone that I can see from where
I am sitting is a raving wild-eyed lunatic

Figueroa just threw
a pitch three feet over Carbo's head & two feet outside the plate
which he probably considered *“wasting one"
Baltimore just
scored seventeen runs, 1 repeat in the last of the 9th & is
now beating Detroit 4 to 2

H: That's what I call surrealism Ted however to be perfectly
realistic the blazing arc lights here seem to be....adequate

T: We're happy to have Tom Carey in the pressbox with us tonight the
son of Harry Carey Jr & Harry Carey Sr the famous carey uh

carrier uh carrier actors uh aracter actors however Tom is
suffering from herpes uh stomachitis & can't speak because his
lips are sewn shut but it's nice to have you with us Tom

Tom: Dummmmmn rmmmm hmm uh uhhmmmm

T: So long it's still no outs runners at first & third
Bernie Carbo at bat

H: So you have an idea of just what a slow game baseball is & why
so few people who don't inimically understand it have trouble
understanding it or understanding why people would bother to waste
their time watching it

T: Which they would understand very well if they could only see right
now what is going on on the field & understand that Figueroa
does not want to throw the balll because somebody will goddamn
hit it
Figueroa threw the ball it was a called
strike either that or it was a foul tip either that or it
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was a ball I donno what it was cause 1 don't know what the
count was before

1 typed up three poems today which It'd
already worked on before it was fun I have a new rthythm

Gimme that microphone we don't want any more propaganda for
your new book Easter Monday everyone will get it soon

enough ball three A full count, no out & Billy Martin just
drank an entire bottle of Mylanta antacids in one gulp & now
Elston Howard is helping him back off the top step of the dugout

Or as Phil Rizzuto would say let's see if the runner on first is
going with the three & two count

Right Chambliss reaches the big glove out for the pickoff
pitch but the pitch is BALL FOUR

& the count is four & two
according to the scoreboard I'm amazed

The bases are loaded nobody is out Billy Martin is coming
out to the mound to ask Ed Figueroa what the fuck is the matter

Martin appears to have his hand in his pants he's got one
hand loose & the other hand is in his pants scratching his

balls now he folds his arms & spreads his legs & stares at
Figueroa as Munson appears to be interrogating him & Figueroa
rubs his chest with his glove pulls his cap down scrapes
his foot in the dirt Munson turns his back the umpire

comes running out at a slow trot his chest protector slung
over his shoulder Martin runs back to the dugout at a slightly
faster trot & Munson ambles back to the plate to give Figueroa

& Sparky Lyle plenty of time

In fact not Sparky Lyle at all because it's too early in the
game for Lyle to come in it would probably be Dick Tidrow or
someone of that nature unfortunately Martin has just made

a typical one of his giant errors since he should have gotten
Figueroa's ass right out of there right now it's strike one
to some sonofabitch who is batting now

Freddy Lynn

Freddy Lynn who although he is only batting .251 three years
ago was simultaneously the rookie of the year & the most
valuable player & this year has 16 homeruns & 68 runs batted
in Figueroa®s wild high & inside that was not a brush
back pitch it was just a fucking

H: that Figueroa is a nervy
sonofabitch

T: ignorant dumb pitch yeah he certainly is
nervy is evidently a synonym for stupid in your book



RAYYYYYYY ROARRRRRRRRRR  YAHOO

H: Terrific Figueroa throws a perfect pitch Lynn bounces it
right back to him he throws it to the plate to Munson Munson

fires it to first to Chambliss DOUBLE PLAY second & third
& two outs & the crowd is going absolutely bananas everyone.
is up gesticulating as the replay flashes on the scoreboard

& Ted Berrigan is especially excited as he says aw fucking bull-
shit Berrigan shakes his head A little more ashes fall off
his Chesterfield THERE'S A GIRL WITH TWO CIGARETTES IN HER
MOUTH LOOK AT THAT two tigarette§ in her mouth & neither one of
them is 1it as she struggles for some matches

the great left
fielder Carl Yastrzemski is up & this'll show what kind of baseball
player Yastrzemski really is at the age of 38 a great player

we know but can he come through in the clutch situation when
everything is on the line here as everyone is standing in right
field for some reason there's a fight somebody's running

the cops are chasing someone
(Whgoohaaa yowwhoooo)

Yastrzemski bounces lines one off Figueroa's leg he picks
it up throws to first side's retired as the scoreboard
flashes Edd-ie Edd-ie & everybody takes up the chant
EDD~IE
EDD-1IE  EDD-IE YAA
T: Yastrzemski's ball a foot the other side was a hit it hit
Figueroa tight in the side of the leg it was a very hard hit

ball unlike Lynn's which although hard hit if Figuerca hadn't
gotten it the second baseman would've gotten it

H: This game definitely is a game of feet

T: Yeah & Figueroa had his fucking feet in the right place

Ht You know that was quite a feat him pitching out of that inning

T: Yeah it hurt my feet

H: There's still some kind of amazing ruckus going on in rightfield
everybody's standing in the upper deck the blue shirts are
milling around & it appears that somebody may soon be thrown
out of the upper deck & I don't mean through the exits that
are normally used

T: & fucking Reggie Jackson probably wouldn't catch him either

(LOOLOOLOOLOOLOOLOO)






